
  

 
 

CIVIL WAR EXHIBIT RETURNS 
 

In honor of Veterans 
Day, we once again 
displayed the Kossuth 
County Civil War exhibit 
originally put together in 
2011.  We invited area 
students to come to learn 
about veterans from the 
area.  We were delighted to 

host students from Seton 
School in Algona, along 
with teachers Kim 
Murphy and Phyllis Even.  
Students interacted with 
the display by completing 
an informative quiz.   
 We are also pleased 
that the exhibit will be on 
display in the Titonka area 
after the New Year.  If  you 
know of other museums or schools that would be interested in hosting the exhibit, 
please contact one of the KCGS board members to make arrangements. 
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From the May, 2010 edition of the Readerôs Digest:   

 

 

WORD POWER 
 

Good Stock  You canôt pick your family, but you can at least talk about them.  Here are a few familial, 

if sometimes unfamiliar, words to bring to the next reunion.  For quiz answers, see page 6. 

 

1.  filial. (ófill-ee-ul) adj.ð 

a. related by marriage. 

b. of sons and daughters. 

c. of brothers. 

2. kith (ókith) n.ð 

a. friends. 

b. in-laws. 

c. homestead. 

3. agnate (óag-nate) adj. ï 

a. related on the fatherôs side. 

b. descended from royalty. 

c. of a child with unmarried parents. 

4. sororal (suh-óroar-ul) n.ð 

a. grandmotherly. 

b. motherly. 

c. sisterly. 

5. cognomen (cog-óno-mun) n. ï 

a. clan emblem. 

b. name. 

c. last of the male line. 

6. progeny (óproj-uh-nee) n. ï 

a. ancesters. 

b. descendants. 

c. extended family. 

7. cousin once removed n. ï 

a. your cousinôs cousin. 

b. your cousinôs child. 

c. your cousinôs ex-spouse. 

8. nepotism (ónep-uh-tiz-um) n. ï 

a. marriage of first cousins. 

b. ninth generation. 

c. favoritism toward a relative. 

9. congenital (kun-ójen-uh-tul) adj. ï 

a. Acquired in utero. 

b. Generation-skipping. 

c. Of a multiple birth. 

10. ménage (may-ónazh) n. ï 

a. marriage vow. 

b. household. 

c. golden years. 

11. misopedia (miss-oh-ópee-dee-uh or my-

so-) n.ð 

a. hatred of children. 

b. middle age. 

c. family history. 

12. pedigree (óped-uh-gree) n. ï 

a. lineage. 

b. inheritance. 

c. birth announcement. 

13. avuncular (uh-óvunk-yuh-lur) adj.ð 

a. without cousins. 

b. adopted. 

c. like an uncle. 

14. polyandry (ópah-lee-an-dree) n. ï 

a. having two or more husbands. 

b. having two or more children. 

c. having male and female traits. 

15. bairn  (óbayrn)  n. ï 

a. gap in genealogical record. 

b. poor relation. 

c. child. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the STUART surname email list:   

 

Spelling variations:  Estuardo, Sdiuord, 

Steuard, Steuarde, Steuart, Stevarde, 

Stevarte, Steward, Stewart, Stewerd, 

Stigeweard, Stiuard, Stiubhard, Stiubhart, 

Stiward, Stuard, Stuarde, Stuart, Stuarte, 

Stueart, Stuerd, Stuward, Styward, 

Stywarde  

 

Note:  No wonder we canôt find our 

families! 



D-Y-T                    December, 2012 
 

Page 3 

 

 

 

From the June 24, 2004 edition of the Algona Upper Des Moines: 
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Grandma's Disease  

Author unknown  

There's been a change in Grandma, we've noticed her of 
late.  

She always reading history or jotting down some date.  
She's tracking back the family, we'll all have pedigrees.  
Oh, Grandma's got a hobby -  she's climbing the FAMILY 

TREE. 

Poor Grandpa does the cooking, and now, or so he states,  

That worst of all, he has to wash the cups and dinner 
plates.  

Grandma can't be bothered, she busy as a bee,  
Compiling genealogy for the FAMILY TREE.  

She has no time to babysit, the curtains are a fright,  
No buttons left on Grandpa's shirt, the flower bed's a sight.  

She's given up her club work and the soaps on TV,  
the only thing she does nowadays is climb the FAMILY 

TREE. 

She goes down to the courthouse and studies ancient lore,  
We know more about our forebears than we ever knew 

before.  
The books are old and dusty, they make poor Grandma 

sneeze,  
A minor irritation when you're climbing the FAMILY TREE.  

The mail is all for Grandma, it comes from near and far,  
Last week she got the proof she needs to j oin the D.A.R.  

A monumental project all do agree,  
All from climbing up the FAMILY TREE.  

Now some folks came from Scotland, some from Galway 
Bay,  

Some were French as pastry, some German all the way.  
Some went West to stake there claims, some stayed there 

by  the sea.  
Grandma hopes to find them all, as she climbs the FAMILY 

TREE. 

She wanders through the graveyard in search of date and 
name,  

The rich, the poor, the in -between, all sleeping there the 
same.  

She pauses now and then to rest, fanned by a gentle 
bree ze,  

That blows above the Fathers of all our FAMILY TREES.  

There are pioneers and patriots, mixed in our kith and kin,  
Who blazed the paths of wilderness and fought through 

thick and thin.  
But none more staunch than Grandma, who eyes light up 

with glee,  
Each time she finds a missing branch for the FAMILY TREE.  

Their skills were wide and varied, from carpenter to cook,  
And one, alas, the records show, was hopelessly a crook.  
Blacksmith, weaver, farmer, judge -  some tutored for a 

fee.  
Once lost in time, now al l recorded on the FAMILIY TREE.  

To some it's just a hobby, to Grandma it's much more,  
She learns the joys and heartaches of those that went 

before.  
They loved, they lost, they laughed, they wept -  and now, 

for you and me,  
They live again in spirit, around the FAMILY TREE.  

At last she's nearly finished and we are each exposed,  
Life will be the same again, this we all supposed.  

Grandma will cook and sew, serve cookies with our tea.  
We'll all be fat, just as before the wretched FAMILY TREE.  

Sad to relate, the preacher called and visited for a spell.  
We talked about the Gospel, and other things as well.  

The heathen folk, the poor and then -  twas fate, it had to 
be,  

Somehow the conversation turned to Grandma and the 
FAMILY TREE.  

He never knew his Grandpa, his mot her's name was..... 
Clark?  

He and Grandma talked and talked, outside it grew dark.  
We'd hoped our fears were groundless, but just like some 

disease,  
Grandma's become an addict -  she's hooked on FAMILY 

TREES. 

Our souls are filled with sorrow, our hearts sad  with 
dismay.  

Our ears could scarce believe the words we heard our 
Grandma say,  

"It sure is a lucky thing that you have come to me,  
I know exactly how it's done, I'll climb your FAMILY TREE.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=genealogy+family+tree+clip+art&start=112&hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7GGIT_en&biw=1032&bih=703&tbm=isch&tbnid=X_8dk8SCzg9J4M:&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartof.com/interior_wall_decor/details/Black-And-White-Family-Tree-With-Our-Roots-Run-Deep-Text-Poster-Art-Print-1115565&docid=ydXsBIpKsaUfPM&imgurl=http://images.clipartof.com/small/1115565-Black-And-White-Family-Tree-With-Our-Roots-Run-Deep-Text-Poster-Art-Print.jpg&w=450&h=424&ei=8kjaUN-xAdOJrQGkvYCgAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=345&dur=172&hovh=218&hovw=231&tx=87&ty=125&sig=104601885731334422510&page=5&tbnh=142&tbnw=151&ndsp=26&ved=1t:429,r:23,s:100,i:73
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From Genealogy Gems: News from the Fort Wayne Library, No. 105, 
November 30, 2012  

***************************************  

Quick-Tip of the Month for Preservation--Preserve Historical Ephemera at  

WeRelate.org, a ñVirtual Filing Cabinetò 

by Dawne Slater-Putt, CG(sm)* 

***************************************  

 

As genealogists, we often have a natural interest in history and a tendency to save or collect paper 

ephemera, including items that do not specifically pertain to our ancestors. These documents and 

photographs might have historical significance for organizations to which we belong, or for our local 

communities. We can scan and upload our genealogy documents and photographs and link them to our 

ancestors. But what can we do with those other miscellaneous items we have saved like school play 

programs, theater tickets and flyers from neighborhood historic home tours? One answer is to upload 

them to the WeRelate website at http://www.werelate.org. 

  

WeRelate is a free wiki site that bills itself as ñdifferent than most family tree websites.ò It promotes a 

shared approach to genealogy through which anyone can create a page for a person, a family unit or 

a place, and anyone can change data on those pages and add more information to them. Some 

genealogists may squirm at the idea of anyone being able to make changes to their people and family 

pages.  But where this collaboration shines is for the genealogist/pack rat with the piles of historical 

ephemera mentioned above. WeRelate.org can be used as a virtual filing cabinet for those local history 

documents by scanning them and uploading them to the site, linking them to a locality page. Anyone can 

be a contributor by creating a username and password. There are tutorials on the site, and uploading 

and linking images takes just a little practice to master. 

  

The Genealogy Center becomes a home for hundreds of individual clippings, flyers, programs and 

photographs annually. Many of these come to us tucked inside high school and college yearbooks that 

are donated to the collection. Over the years, this has caused a dilemma.  The Genealogy Center does not 

maintain vertical files, and it is not cost-efficient to bind a single graduation program into a book and 

give it a call number. Yet these items are pieces of history, usually include names ï sometimes many 

names ï and are too valuable to discard outright. 

  

The solution has been to scan and upload each item to WeRelate and link it to a locality page, then to try 

to find a museum or historical society in that area to become its forever home. Church dedication 

programs, sports team photographs, high school theater tickets, community event flyers and many other 

pieces of ephemera of all types have been handled this way. 

  

Treat yourself to a visit to WeRelate.org soon. If you have explored the site previously and have limited 

yourself to searching by name, try looking at the pages for your ancestorôs town, county or state of 

residence. You may find some treasures in the gallery of images at the bottom of the page. 

  

*ñCGò & ñCertified Genealogistò are service marks of the Board for Certification of Genealogists, and 

are used by authorized associates following periodic, peer-reviewed competency evaluations. 

  

http://www.werelate.org/
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 Answers to quiz on page 2: 

 
1. filial  ï [b] of sons and daughters.  Francis still lives with his mother, partly out of filial  devotion, 

partly out of an aversion to doing laundry. 

2. kith  ï [a] friends.  With all her kith and kin assembled, the bride got cold feet and fled the 

church. 

3. agnate ï [a] related on the fatherôs side.  My last name has no vowels because immigration 

misheard my agnate grandfather. 

4. sororal  ï [c] sisterly.  After a day of looking for Polly Pocketôs shoes and refereeing sororal 

squabbles, the girlsô mother collapsed onto the couch. 

5. cognomen ï [b] name.  Eugene added the cognomen ñthe Greatò to his business cards and 

letterhead. 

6. progeny ï [b] descendants.  With seven siblings and all their spouses and progeny, we have a lot 

of birthdays to remember. 

7. cousin once removed ï [b] your cousinôs child.  The university allows only two commencement 

guests for each graduate:  What am I going to tell all my great-aunts and cousins once removed? 

8. nepotism ï [c] favoritism toward a relative.  When the umpireðwho happened to be the base 

runnerôs dadðyelled, ñSafe!ò the other team cried nepotism. 

9. congenital ï [a] acquired in utero.  Nathaniel told the gym teacher that he has a congenital heart 

defect just so he wonôt have to play dodgeball. 

10. ménage ï [b] household.  Itôs not a mansion, but itôs just right for our little ménage. 

11. misopedia ï [a] hatred of children.  W.C. Fields, who turned misopedia into comedic 

masterpieces, once said, ñI love children.  Yes, if properly cooked.ò 

12. pedigree ï [a] lineage.  The freshman senator has a distinguished political pedigree, since both 

her father and grandfather held public office. 

13. avuncular ï [c] like an uncle.  The pilotôs avuncular voice was reassuring to the nervous flier. 

14. polyandry ï [a] having two or more husbands.  Polyandry is rare in human societies, mostly 

because women object to picking up that many socks off the floor. 

15. bairn  ï [c] child.  Duncan has been playing the bagpipes since he was a wee bairn. 
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NEWS FROM KCGS 

 
 By the time you read this, autumn will have come and gone as well as the Christmas holidays.  

Time marches on.  Of all the gifts in the world, ñmoreò time is probably one gift that everyone wants and 

one that is impossible to give.  It seems that since we canôt beg, borrow or steal more time, we need to 

make very good use of the time we are given.  For those of us who love genealogy and family history, 

that means writing down stories and identifying photos before we ñrun out of time.ò  If you are having 

trouble finding extra time to work on your genealogy project, here are a few ideas.  Make a point to keep 

a stack of photos (instead of food) by your favorite chair to label and put 

into albums while you are watching TV.  Keep a note pad close by to jot 

down thoughts of things you want to add to your family stories or to use to 

make notes.  Organize family papers into workable stacks or file folders.  

All this can be done while you are ñrelaxingò so that when you do sit down 

to write that story or scan photos to add to the story, you will be ready to 

go.  Then, force yourself to begin writing.  Begin with just 20-30 minutes a 

day and you will be amazed at how much you can accomplish in just a week. 

 We have added another DVD to our items for sale.  Last year during our Civil War display at the 

Algona Public Library around Veterans Day, we had a reading of the Civil War diary of Elmira Heckart 

Colburn.  Elmira lived in Algona with her parents, John and Elizabeth Heckart, while her husband 

Richard served in the war.  Her diary is filled with information about the people and events that occurred 

in Algona during that time.  Our live viewers enjoyed the reading so much that we had a DVD made.  

Purchase information is located on page 8.   

 We also want to thank all of you who purchased a cemetery walk DVD.  We have heard many 

good comments about the film and all seem to enjoy it.  We have a few DVDs still available for anyone 

else who might be interested in purchasing one.   Again, purchase information is on page 8. 

 As you can see from the list on the next page, we have added quite a few things to our genie 

library this past quarter, but we are always on the lookout for more research 

materials.  We would love to start collecting high school yearbooks from the 

schools that were located in the northern and southern part of the county as 

well as church anniversary books (and cookbooks) from those areas.  Over the 

years, we have received some wonderful items just from word of mouth 

advertising.  As the word spreads, it is amazing how often someone says, ñI 

have one of those you can have.ò   Please continue to remind people of our 

interest and think of us when cleaning out attics or attending garage or estate 

sales.   

 We also love to share interesting websites with our members.  If you know of a good website that 

you believe others would be interested in or would provide useful information, please be sure and let us 

know.  Also, if you have created an interesting family website, please email the website address to us at 

kossgensoc@hotmail.com and perhaps we can create a link to it from our website. 

 

 Until next time, keep warm! 
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